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EDI TOROS NOTE

Welcome to another issue of Quadrat containing articles,
notes and queries, book reviews and reports from
conferences and workshops, all designed to give you an indication
of the vibrancy of our topic of book and printing history.

In response to the last issue’s call for subscribers to move to an
electronic format many readers have chosen to receive Quadrat via
email. If you would like to receive Quadrat electronically in the
future could you send an email to the editor (see address below).

Please include the following information:
- Your name
- Postal Address
- Email Address to which you would like Quadrat sent

Do be assured that anyone who wants to continue to receive
Quadrat in a traditional, ‘hard’ copy will be able to continue doing
s0.

Any queries about anything in this journal or suggestions for
future material, please contact me: C.M.Armstrong@mmu.ac.uk

Catherine Armstrong


mailto:C.M.Armstrong@mmu.ac.uk

Report on the Print Networks and Texts,
Mar(k)ers, Markets Conference, Bishop
Grosseteste University College, Lincoln: July

2008.

As a PhD student at the University of Amsterdam, | was delighted to be
awarded a conference fellowship for the Print Netwks and Texts, Mar(k)ers,
MarketsConference. The conference was held in Bishop Grosseteste
University College, Lincoln, a charming campus setting for a varied and

engaging conference programme.

The first day of the conference began with a session on authorial revisions,
which used manuscript sources to examine the relationship between
nineteenth-century novels and contested notions of professional novel-
writing. The second session, focusing on theatrical texts, provided intriguing
suggestions on how early modern play-texts could be used to reconstruct the
original staging of plays and how electronic editions of play-texts could help

scholars reconstruct the “gritty details” of Victorian theatrical practice.

The second day of the conference consisted of four sessions, ranging from
the relationship between printing and politics in sixteenth-century Wesel and
Jacobean England, to the career and representation of women in nineteenth-
century English newspapers, the development and spread of Scottish
printing and the use of paratext in Early Modern and Victorian England.

On the last day of the conference, | had the honour of chairing the final
session which focused on cheap print and began with a fascinating paper on



the relations between the eighteenth-century book and newspaper trade, a
notorious murder trial and the liberty of the press debate in Scotland. The
last paper of the conference, presented by Dr Keith Manley, gave attendees
a wonderfully entertaining account of the twopenny library phenomenon in

the 1930s and its connections with parliamentary debates on retail trade

laws.

Thanks and appreciation must be given to Dr Matthew Day, Head of the
English Department at Bishop Grosseteste University College, who
organised the conference in Lincoln, and the Print Networkemmittee who
produced an excellent three-day conference programme. | returned to
Amsterdam with fond memories of the many interesting discussions and an

eagerness to return for next year’s conference in Cambridge.

Rob Allen, Univeraif Amsterdam

*%**%

As a fellow at the recent Print Networks & Texts, Ma(r)kers, Markets
Conference | want to thank the organisers not only for an innovative and

interdisciplinary event but a sociable and convivial occasion.

Over three days in late July (22"%-24™ July 2008), papers pertinent to the field
of Book History were given on a plethora of topics ranging from authorial
revision to printing and politics. Excellent lunches, dinners and evening
drinks provided all delegates with the opportunity to discuss papers, expand
on debates and meet new people from an array of complementary
backgrounds. All this set within the Bishop Grosseteste University College

Lincoln; an exceptional venue for accommodation and conference facilities.



The university is ideally situated 15 minutes walk from Lincoln Castle and
Lincoln Cathedral. A trip to the latter on the last day, with an opportunity to

visit its rare book library, was a fitting and informative excursion.

The final session ‘Cheap Print’, with papers by Professor Stephen Brown
and Dr Keith Manley, was both an educating and entertaining conclusion to
the conference. Whilst Brown examined Edinburgh’s eighteenth-century
book trade as a ‘Market for Murder’, Manley’s ostensibly gruesome topic
followed, ‘Love, Blood and Teddy Bears’ — no cuddly toys were hurt in the
research process, Manley assured us!

Other memorable papers included Dr Keith Linley’s animated and
attention-grabbing opening to the conference through his exploration of
Disraeli’s first novel; Dr Laurie Garrison’s (and friends) re-enactment of
excerpts from the Lord Chamberlain’s plays and Sarah Bromage’s bid to
bring the conference up-to-date by illustrating the significance of the
Wayzgoose in the publishing, papermaking and printing trades with voice
clips from people who participated as children as late as the twentieth
century in Scotland.

The research papers, discussions, time to socialise and explore the city all
conspired to ensure the success of this event, particularly gratifying since
this was the first time the ‘Print Networks” and ‘Texts, Ma(r)kers Markets’
conferences were combined. Despite engineering works, which made train
travel difficult, delegates were jovial to the end and I look forward to next

year’s programme.

Ria Snowd



Periodicals and Publishers Progress report on

The Newspaper and Journal Trade . .
1740-1914 Print Networks seties

The latest volume in the series,
published as usual by Oak Knoll
Press in the USA and by the British
Library in the UK, is available now.

John Hinks, Catherine Armstrong & Matthew Day

Contents:
lain Beavan: Forever Provincial? : a NorthLBinisht

Lisa Peters & Kath Skinner:Sel | i ng t he news: di s
newspapers, 18HID

Stephen Colclough: 6 The retail newsagents o
STRI KE6: The Dispute Between the
ONort her ad Whobepkemnezrhldly

Ria Snowden: Sarah Hodgson and the Business of RBAE 1800

StephenBrown: The Mar ket for Murder and
Century Book Trade

Terry Wyke & Michael Powell: Manchester men and Manchester
magazin@&siblishing periodicals in the provinces in the nineteenth centur

Jennifer Moore: John Ferrar 184804, Printer, author and public man



Maire Kennedy: William Flyn (174@11) and the readers of Munster in
the second half of the eighteenth century

Elizabeth Tilley: National Enterprise and Domestic Periodicals in
Nineteen@entury Ireland

Graham Hogg: Latter struggles in the life of a provincial bookseller and
printer: George Miller of Dunbar, Scotland

Victoria Gardner: Humble Pie: John RleRim@ness, Politics, and the
Chester Chronicle

The next two Print Networksolumes, one on the theme of
‘authorship and the book trade’, the other on ‘librarians, collectors
and the book trade’ are currently in preparation. Enquiries to the
editors: John Hinks, jh241@le.ac.uk and Matthew Day,
matthew.day@bishopg.ac.uk



mailto:jh241@le.ac.uk
mailto:matthew.day@bishopg.ac.uk

Researching New  Material for my

Greenback Series

I n my later years (eighties and now nineties), friendly enquirers have from
time to time asked me ‘what are the main innovative and special features
of your series of 17 volumes of Greenback ‘for consultation’ studies into the
spread of printing throughout England, Ireland, Scotland and Wales up until

1700; also what motivated you to undertake them?” Here are my answers.
1. INNOVATIVE AND SPECIAL FEATURES INCLUDE:

- more than 1000 facsimiles of early title-pages and imprints by
courtesy of many libraries. In every instance | name library and
shelf mark for easy access to view the original document. The
originals of a number of these are of an ephemeral nature so if
any should in the future sadly become lost or missing, there
will still be a copy available,

- In volume 4, the first publicising of the King’s Printers
Contemporary Catalogue (courtesy National Library of
Scotland) of all the works he himself printed during his time in
York (1642) and in Shrewsbury (1642-3), together with my
analysis of the dramatically different extant ratios of royalist
ephemera just pre and post the civil war.

- In volume 5 information on the travels of John Bill in the
south-west and from the Calendar of Proceedings of the



Committee for Compounding showing that the King’s
travelling printer had not one, but two presses.

- In volume 6 a translation of the Privy Council’s request of
1549 that Oswen should go from Ipswich to Worcester to
print in the cause of young Edward V1.

- In volume 7 the first detailed account of the moving to York
with their printing apparatus of Stephen Bulkley (royalist) and
Thomas Broad (parliamentarian)

- In several of the Greenbacks attention should be drawn to the
valuable new typographic research provided to me by my
friend Derek Nuttall.

2. MOTIVATION

During my three very happy years at Clare College Cambridge 1933-36,
working for my Economics degree, | knew that | wanted to make my career
in printing management and so gave particular attention to the lectures on
the more practical aspects such as location of industries, optimum sizes of
firms etc. As a result | had individual contact with, among others, Professors
John Hilton, Austin Robinson and John Rowe (1897-1980). Rowe was the
author of Wages in Practice and ditedryas during a post-lecture chat
with him that he said he hoped some day | would write about the economic

history of the printing industry.

During a busy life of printing management (following five years of war relief
work) I kept John Rowe’s comment in the back of my mind, yet knowing
that I would never accomplish the broad sweep that he had in mind.

Next in 1970 Walter Smith of York who ran the general printing wing of
our local newspaper stopped me in the street one noon-time to ask if |



would write an account of York’s printing history: to be a chapter in a
block-buster book he was preparing, The Noble City of Ydtat evening |
sald to my equally busy dear wife Margot I’d love to do it but I am too
busy’ to which (bless her) she replied T’ll help to dig for you’. And so we
became co-authors of pages 921-968 of The Nble City of Yofpublished in
1972).

I had told Walter that we did not want any payment but that we would like
to keep copyright with a view a few years later perhaps to re-issue it
ourselves as a separate small book. And so in September 1976 our firm
published an updated Printing in Yofkst in time for York’s printing week

contribution to the Caxton Quincentenary.

So around 1975 at age 60, with lessening printing federation work, and with
sons Mark and Michael shouldering management duties in our little group of
three operating units, | came to appreciate that in my home city of York,

printing had begin very early, in the year 1510.

A natural questions was ‘how early did York printing begin in relation to
other parts of these islands after London and Westminster?” and answering
this became my next focus, namely the first of my Greenback series Printers
Dozen: the first printing centres after London and before 1557. This was
helped by contacts made while we attended in 1976 as mentioned an

inspirational three-day Caxton conference in London.

And so on and on | went, focusing upon one specific time or place: often
spending a spring holiday week together on the printing history trail such as
Netherlands, La Rochelle and Evora, Portugal together with very many
weekends and evenings taking each topic as far as | could from both local
and national library sources and including contemporary imprints most

10



helpfully sent from libraries near and far; and then with the generous help of
the Sessions Book Trust producing an initial 200 copies in simple A4
Greenback format: Greenback for consultation. Quite often this brought
new facts or leads from one or another of my unofficial panel of friendly
advisers. Such additional information would be tucked into a following
Greenback or went into my working papers which are already housed in the
Library of Cambridge University.

When one considers that between the years 1557 and 1695 English printing
was supposedly confined to London, Cambridge and Oxford with York
included from 1642, it was and is surprising that my chosen spread of
printing topic has absorbed me part time for thirty years and needed my
main fourteen Greenbacks to describe, each replete with contemporary

imprint facsimiles and facts.

At quite frequent intervals | have endeavoured to emphasise gaps in the
narrative which future searchers will hopefully fill. For example where was
Stephen Bulkley in hiding with his printing apparatus between 1644 (York)
and 1647 (Newcastle)? Also please will someone confirm absolutely that
John White’s wife Hannah was indeed the daughter of Thomas and Alice
Broad of York; also that Hannah was nee Mistress Rogers’ of the imprint.
And what fun it will be if someone finds one of the 1000 printed ‘breytfes’
for which York’s first woman printer Widow Warwick was paid 10s. by
York Council in 1527!

Bill Sessions
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oOoCommuni ti es and Net wor
Tr ade o, Centre for Ur b a
of Leicester, 13 March 2009

On 13 March 2009 the Centre for Urban History at the University of
Leicester hosted the last in a series of workshops on the subject of
communities and networks in the book trade. Each of the three workshops,
organized by John Hinks and funded by the British Academy, has brought
together a range of participants: postgraduate students, academics,
independent scholars, and on this occasion contributors from both the UK
and abroad.

The morning session featured papers exploring an interestingly broad
range of methodologies. In the first, and taking an historical approach, Dr
Jeroen Salman of the University of Utrecht demonstrated the possibilities
and problems of comparative research thrown up by his own work on 17th
and 18™ century pedlar networks in England and the Dutch Republic.
Particularly interesting was his focus on urban pedlars, whom he classified in
several ways: by the kinds of textghey distributed (such as hawker networks
associated with newsbook distribution); by their spatiahetworks (such as
those in Amsterdam’s Buttermarket and in London’s Moorfields and Grub
Street); and by their (il)legakatus (such as ‘legal’ pedlars in Dutch guilds and
illegal networks beyond city boundaries). Dr Salman demonstrated
convincingly that despite the historian’s inevitable lack of uniform data,
comparative studies are both possible and illuminating.

Dr Edmund Chattoe-Brown and Dr Steve Conway, both of the
University of Leicester, took us into less familiar territory. Each

12



demonstrated tools and methods from their own disciplines (sociology and
management respectively) and offered suggestions as to their potential for
book trade history research. Dr Chattoe-Brown’s contribution, ‘Social
networks and the book trade: an outsider’s view’, very engagingly introduced
computer simulation as a means of modelling social and behavioural
changes through time, and indicated the way in which such simulations
might be run as hypotheses to model historical change. Dr Conway’s
presentation explained and introduced network concepts and tools, this time
as used in management studies, and concentrated on the mapping and
graphical representation of networks. Reassuringly, he indicated that, even
when using partial and incomplete historical data, this kind of mapping can
help to identify key agents and roles (whether persons or businesses)
amongst the often dauntingly complex tangle of personal and business
relationships. A lively discussion of the potential of such models for book
trade historians followed, chaired by Dr Catherine Armstrong, and it will be
very interesting to see whether participants in the workshop will, either
individually or in collaboration, try out these computer-based methods in
their future book history research.

The afternoon’s papers returned us, now amply fed and watered, to
the more familiar (and comfortable?) ‘history of the book’ territory with
which we began the day, in that they mostly used the terms ‘networks’ and
‘communities” more loosely, as broad terms of description. At the same
time, and perhaps unintentionally, they neatly demonstrated some of the
concepts already defined by Dr Conway, in concentrating their networks
variously on transactions, individuals (‘ego-centred networks’) and
relationships. Matthew Yeo’s ‘What constitutes “new’” in the early modern
book trade?’ drew on his work on the 17" century acquisitions of Chetham’s

Library, Manchester. Investigating the transactions between the library
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trustees and the London book trade, and wusing in particular its
correspondence with Robert Littlebury, the paper used examples of books
acquired for the library from both London and continental sources. The
question of the currency of ‘new’ titles — measured by the gap between
publication and purchase — also brought into view the interesting and still
insufficiently researched field of the second-hand book trade.

The papers offered by both Dr Kate Loveman and Professor Peter
Lindenbaum took specific persons as the centres of seventeenth-century
networks. Dr Loveman explored Pepys’s intelligence and news networks to
demonstrate the function of books in networks of gift, patronage and
exchange. She pointed to the interrelationship between bookshops/
booksellers and Pepys’s information channels, remarking on an apparent
shift in Pepys’s networks from London-centred (in the early 1660s) to
international (by 1700). Dr Loveman is warmly to be congratulated as the
only speaker to venture to apply network analysisotaalzecific book trade
issue: here, in order to demonstrate the role of Thomas Gale in the network
of individuals with access to Pepys’s library. Professor Lindenbaum’s paper
scrutinized the phenomenon of the publisher’s booklist, as found in English
books from 1648 onwards, as a source of information about historical
communities of interest. Using the publications lists printed in books, rather
than those issued as separate catalogues, Professor Lindenbaum was able
deftly to demonstrate the precision of such lists for niche marketing, in this
case in relation to religious communities. His detailed evidence for the
overlapping publishing interests of Parkhurst and Aylmer in the last 20 years
of the seventeenth century formed a convincing demonstration of the utility
of publishers’ lists in enabling us to reconstruct ‘virtual’ (rather than
necessarily physical) communities of like-minded readers. His larger work, to
which this argument from the later part of the century is a contributory step,

14



Is eagerly to be anticipated by all who work on the seventeenth-century
trade.

After a break for tea, Dr Victoria Gardner reflected on her recently
completed thesis on the provincial newspaper press, offering an overview of
the shifts in the trade between 1760 and 1820. She identified developments
in national trade networks, and in the importance of coffee houses, and
described the rise of dedicated news agents such as William Taylor. John
Hinks concluded the presentations with a brief outline of a possible future
research agenda for the ‘communities and networks in the book trade’ topic,

and the day ended with a general discussion.

*hkkkkkkhkkkhkkhkhhhkkkkkkkhkhkhkhhkhhkhkhkkkkkhkhkhkhhhhhkhkhkkkkhkhkhkhkhhhhkhkkkkhkhkhkhkhkhkhkhkkkkkkkk

Having attended all three of these workshops (held in 2005, 2008 and 2009),
I should like to add a more personal note, not least in taking this
opportunity to thank John Hinks for organizing three very stimulating and
enjoyable meetings. John has been frank about his own difficulties
(including delays due to ill health) in pursuing his research on book trade
networks as he had originally envisaged it. His organizing of these three
workshops has, however, made a contribution to the wider field of study,
not least in facilitating the sharing of research in progress in a very congenial
atmosphere and with a diverse group of people. In some cases, including my
own, attendance at these workshops has certainly prompted new directions

in research.
Over the course of these workshops the idea of ‘networks’ has both

broadened in scope and revealed its complexities. The multidisciplinarity of
the two last events marks, in particular, a new opportunity for co-operation

15



between disciplines: a real possibility for book trade historians to engage
with — and to evaluate for their own research purposes — the analytical
and mapping tools demonstrated to us. Edmund Chattoe-Brown and Steve
Conway are especially to be thanked for walking into this den of book
historians unflinchingly and repeatedly, and with such good humour! Since
no fourth ‘Hinks workshop’ is possible* (the British Academy funding
having now ended), it is to be hoped that the annual ‘Print Networks’
conferences can offer a future platform for reports on the outcomes of any
work arising from these Leicester workshops. It was suggested at the end of
the final discussion forum that abstracts of the papers for each of the three
events might usefully be placed online, so that information about the topics
presented and about the network of researchers who have participated can
reach a wider audience. John is currently in the process of adding them,
along with other relevant material, to a new ‘Communities and Networks in
the Book Trade’ area of the British Book Trade Index website at:

www.bbti.oham.ac.uk/communities

Maureen Bell
University of Birmingham

*UPDATE: There might, in fact, be more one-day Workshops at Leicester
if there is a demand for them. The Centre for Urban History has recently
agreed to host further Workshops but they will have to be (in academic
management-speak) ‘cost-neutral’ — which simply means that a small charge
will need to be made to cover the cost of refreshments and speakers’
travelling expenses.

Enquiries to John Hinks: jh241@le.ac.uk
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NOTES AND QUERIES

Kent book trade directory, 1750-1900

I n 1995, in Quadrak gave a progress report on this project to record the
people involved in the Kent book trade during the period 1750 to 1900
and optimistically stated that ‘I should be able to start work on the
compilation of the Kent book trade directory next year’. The work begun in
1996 has been slow in completion for various reasons. | am sure that many
of you will have found that family life and bringing up children tend to
impinge largely on one’s life. Various projects also impinged on my work.
My spare time over three particular years was spent on the cataloguing of
the archive of the British Deaf Association and numerous Saturdays were
spent at the Kent Record Office going through many parish records in
preparation for my article on the print culture in the Kentish Weald. This
article will be found in one of the Print Networkslumes, The Reach of Print,
1998. | even found the time to produce two local book trade directories for

local history societies, one in 1996 and the other in 1999,

Two developments also slowed down the compilation of the directory. The
first was the advent of the computerized census returns covering the
censuses of 1841 to 1901. This enabled one to search all the censuses for
any one particular person. Previously, one had to trawl through censuses for
information and that itself is extremely time-consuming: who in his or her
right mind would go through the extensive London census returns, entry by
entry? But now with the computerized census entries, search is reasonably
easy, though you still cannot call up occupations. This means that | have
over the past few years revised my Kent book trade directory. The second

17



development, if one can call it that, was my retirement from the British
Library in 2005, thereby making the retrieval of information less easy and

slowing down progress.

Last year | began the transfer of details from manuscript to a computer file
and should finish the work this autumn, though, of course, there is the index
to do as well as the introduction to the directory. The directory is then ready
for publication and my task ended where Kent is concerned. Those of you
involved in book publication may like to look into this as | have not yet

begun to do the rounds of publishers.

As many of you are aware, book trade directories produced in the last
twenty or thirty years tend to concentrate on master printers, booksellers
and stationers running their own businesses. They hardly touch on
apprentices, assistants, music sellers, editors, newspaper proprietors and
publishers. Journeyman printers rarely get a mention or two. Furthermore,
nearly all book trade directories halt at the year 1850. The great age of
newspaper expansion began in the 1850s and lasted throughout the latter
half of the 19™ century. In consequence there was a swarm of journeymen
printers, compositors and linotype operators buzzing over many decades.
They too need to be recorded. All these people I have included in my Kent
book trade directory, which covers the period 1750-1900, and | have tried to
trace their careers both in and outside Kent, and even overseas. | hope that |
have done justice to all these involved in the Kent book trade, though |
admit that | have paid a great deal of attention to members of my own
family, who were booksellers in many towns in Kent. | hope that you will
excuse me this bias that makes me stray from the path of strict impartiality.

Richard Goulden, Croydon, Surrey

crgoulden@aol.com
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Sound Archive: printing history at the

University of Reading

The Department of Typography and Graphic Communication at the
University of Reading has established a depository for sound recordings
related to printing history. The majority are interviews with trade and
professional people involved with the printing industry and allied trades,
design and education. The focus is broad but one aim if to document the
transition from the dominance of letterpress to offset lithography.
Eventually a database will be available online but currently it is necessary to
make an appointment to listen to the recordings in the Department at the
University of Reading.

A full list of interviews is available in PDF form online here:
http://blog.typoretum.co.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2009/07/sound archive list july 2009.pdf

For more information on this archive please contact Martin Andrews: 0118
378 8081 or m.j.andrews@reading.ac.uk

*k*k
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Accessions to Repositories relating to
Publishing: taken from the National

Archives Digest

East Sussex Record Office, The Maltings Castle Precincts, Lewes, East
Sussex BN7 1YT:
WE Baxter Ltd. Publishers: scrapbook 1781-1983 (Acc 9074)

Edinburgh City Archives, Dept of Corporate Services, City Chambers, High
Street, Edinburgh, EH1 1Y
Hunter & Foulis, bookbinders: records 1837-1984 (Acc 676)

Sheffield Archives, 52 Shoreham Street, Sheffield, S. Yorkshire, S1 4SP:
Sheffield Women’s Printing Co-0perative: records including minutes,
financial records, job books and office diaries: c. 1980-2004 (2004/076)

British Library Manuscript Collections, 96 Euston Road, London NW1
2DB:

Bradbury & Evans, printers and publishers: papers, especially related to
Puncmagazine 1843-2000.

National Library of Scotland, Manuscript Collections, George 1V Bridge,
Edinburgh, EH1 1EW:

Papers of David Douglas, bookseller 1847-1903 (Acc 12309); Robert
Waterston, printer, 18"-20" cent. (Acc 12330); Canongate Publishing Ltd.,
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1985-2003 (Acc 12340); Raymond Press, 1967-1997; James Thin Ltd.,
booksellers 1848-2004 (Acc 12384).

Birmingham University Information Services, Special Collections
Department, Main Library, Edgbaston, Birmingham B15 2TT:

David Tipton, poet, papers including correspondence with publishers 1950-
2004,

F. E. Pardoe, printer: correspondence (MS121)

Manchester University: John Rylands Library, Oxford Road, Manchester
M13 9PP:
Carcanet Press, editorial records 1996-2002 (Acc 2004/14)

Reading University Library, PO Box 223, Whiteknights, Reading, Berkshire
RG6 6AE:

William Clowes & Sons Ltd., printers and publishers: ledgers 19"-20™ cent.
Ladybird Books, publishers: original artwork, proofs and supporting
documentation c. 1940-99.

Frederick Warne & Co Ltd., publishers: ledgers 20" cent.

*k*k
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Report from the Sheffield Daily Telegraph,
29 August 1895

O DEATH OF ONE OF THE OLDEST PRI NTERS
Our obituary column today contains a notice of the death of Mr John Wheat
of 79, Eccleshall Road, and formerly of Hull, at the age of 95. The deceased
lived with his son, Mr Wheat, carpenter and undertaker, at the address
stated, and although he had reached so great an age his faculties were bright
and up to a very short time ago he was almost as active as a young man. He
was one of the oldest printers in England and took great delight in talking
about his experiences in the trade. He witnessed the whole of the marvellous
development in printing that had marked this century. He was born in
Mytongate, Hull on June 24 1800, and was apprenticed to a Hull firm of
printers in the year before the battle of Waterloo. In those days there were
wooden presses and inking balls, and it was regarded as quick work to print
50 or 60 single sheet newspapers in an hour. During the war with France
newspapers were 7d. each and small slips containing war news were sold at
the same price. Mr Wheat saw gas supersede candles in the printing offices,
and remembered what a startling invention it was and how painful the new
light was to the compositors. The glare of the gas after the candles was so
bright that the flame had to be reduced until the men were accustomed to it.
Simultaneously with the introduction of gas the improvement of the trade
appliances went on, and when the double-crown press was invented it was
thought that perfection had been reached. On the occasion of the accession
of George 1V, the public excitement was so great that the circulation of one
newspaper at York reached 500 copies. Amongst the news which Mr Wheat
himself set in type was the announcement that steam had been applied as
the motive power for carriages, and that the ‘old Charleys’ were doomed to
give way before the new police. Of the latest developments he knew little
from personal experience but he listened with great interest to descriptions
22



of linotype composing machines, and other latter-day improvements in the
craft. The deceased had had a most interesting career, and was thought

much of in his native town.’

*%**%

Paul Shaw writes:

The Blue Pencil of my slow blog (paulshawletterdesign.blogspot.com) has

just been updated with the addition of a dissection of Typography and Graphic
Design: From Antiquity to the ByeBewr&ne Jubert (Paris: Flammarion,
2006). It joins the existing dissections of Graphic &sign: A New Histiayy
Stephen Eskilson (New Haven: Yale University Press, 2007) and Graphic
Design History: A Critical Gayidehanna Drucker and Emily McVarish
(Upper Saddle River, New Jersey: Pearson / Prentice-Hall, 2009 [sic]). This

is only the beginning of an attempt to critically assess all of the available
books that address a broad history of graphic design. The various editions of

A History of Graphic Ddsjgthilip B. Meggsand Me ggs & Hi st ory ¢
Desighy Philip B. Meggs and Alston Purvis will be similarly subjected to the

same scrutiny brought to bear upon the books by Jubert, Eskilson, and
Drucker and McVarish. But such detailed analysis takes time and it may be
several more months before the Meggs editions have been prepared and
posted. Once that is done, | plan to do an overall comparison of these
books as a guide to teachers of graphic design history.

23



FUTURE EVENTS

PRINT NETWORKS CONFERENCES

Next yeards theme wil/|l be:

THE BOOK TRADE IN EARLY MODERN BRITAIN

The conference will be held at the SHAKESPEARE INSTITUTE
(University of Birmingham), STRATFORD-UPON-AVON

on 6-8 July 2010 (note the earlier date than usual)

A Call for Papers will be issued in Autumn 2009
Please contact the local organiser John Hinks for more information:
jh241@le.ac.uk

*k*k

Distribution of Catholic books in Jacobean England

Dr John Hinks, Honorary Fellow at the Centre for Urban History,
University of Leicester, has been awarded a grant of £1,000 by the Catholic
Record Society to support his research on the distribution of Catholic books
in Jacobean England. The research, which will be carried out during the
academic year 2009/10, will investigate two recorded cases of recusant
pedlars apprehended in Leicester in 1604 and 1616, and will attempt to find
evidence of similar activity elsewhere, especially in the Midlands.

Contact; jh241@le.ac.uk

*%k*k
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BOOK REVIEWS

Spaces of
Consumption

Spaces of Consumption: Leisure and
Shopping in the English Town, c.1680-
1830, edited by Jon Stobart, Andrew Hann
and Victoria Morgan, Routledge, 2007.

This useful volume will interest those

= historians of the book trade who wish to

Leisure and Shopping in the English

\ Town, c.1680-1830 consider their field in a wider context —
| * which should probably be all of us! Written
by three academics with reliable credentials in urban history, and the history
of consumption and retailing, this is a wide-ranging study which includes a
number of passing references to the book trade, including the fashionable
circulating libraries of the period. However, its main value for the book-
trade historian is the broader context, which is presented more accessibly
and concisely here than in many of the larger tomes that have appeared in
recent years on the history of consumption, useful though the latter are.
Building upon the excellent foundations of urban historians such as Peter
Borsay (of ‘English Urban Renaissance’ fame), the book begins with a sound
contextual introduction: ‘Leisure, consumption and shopping’. Other
chapters focus on the region, the town, the street, the building and the
individual — a novel and quite fruitful approach to the subject. A chapter on
advertisements — including a tantalisingly brief section on ‘advertising, space

and the printed page’ — plus a brief conclusion bring the study to a close.

It is interesting to observe the growing ‘respectability’ in recent yeatrs of
academic study of the history of various branches of retailing, distribution
and consumption — of which this book is a particularly useful manifestation.

Of course, as many Quadrataders will be aware, the study of the book
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trade in its many branches predates this broader research by many years. We
should, however, be grateful that others are now studying the bigger picture.
We can all benefit from an awareness of how the book trade fits into a very

much broader context.

| picked up a useful reference from this volume to an article that | was
previously unaware of, which may also be of interest: E. H. Jacobs, ‘Buying
into classes: the practice of book selection in eighteenth-century Britain’,
Eightegh Century Stydi@£1999), pp. 43-64.

John Hinks

Trevor Fawcett, Georgian Imprints:
Printing & Publishing at Bath, 1729-
1815. Bath, RUTON (25 Northampton
Street, Bath BA1 2SW), 2008. A4,
pp-120, ISBN: 0-9526326-4-0,

GEORGIAN
IMPRINTS

paperback, £9.00, illustrated.

The book trades of Georgian Bath in all

their variety are surveyed in this, the latest

PRINTING & PUBLISHING . . R .
AT BATH 1729-1815 volume in a series on Bath’s social, cultural

and economic  history.  Generously
illustrating his account with more than 100 images from local collections,
the author explores almost a century of Bath’s engagement with print: from
newspapers, books and pamphlets to the many ephemeral products of the
jobbing printer. While the main focus is upon the careers of local printers,
the author takes a commendably wide view of the social and business
networks involved, so that local authors, engravers, publishers and
booksellers are also included.
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This volume contains much to inform and, indeed, delight. Readers with no
previous knowledge of book trade history will find themselves drawn into
the world of Bath’s printing houses and newspaper offices. A particularly
useful addition for the general reader is the clear description of the work of

a printing house, given with enough detail to enable the reader to envisage
the material processes of composition and presswork by which manuscript
copy became printed product. The careers of notable printers (such as
Thomas Boddely, Cornelius Pope, Samuel Hazard and the Cruttwells) and
their relations not only with each other but also with the London trade and
with their local authors are featured. Specific publications are also selected
for special attention, including the Bath Journ&ath Heralehd Bath and
Cheltenham Gazpiia Collinson’s county history of Somerset; the first
(1807) Bowdlerized Family ShakespeareHannah More’s Cheap Repository
Tracts

The book is very well written at the level of each section: presentation,
illustration and exposition are all done with care, clarity and precision.
Organizationally, however, the book’s structure leaves something to be
desired. Individual sections are all very brief — in most cases only one or two
pages — and the consequence is that despite their roughly chronological
sequence they offer a very fragmented reading experience. Anyone wishing
to know about Bath’s newspapers, for example, will find not one section but
several; and the breaking up of each individual’s career into chronological
segments interspersed amongst sections on other subjects renders sustained
narrative impossible. To take one example, Richard Cruttwell makes his first
appearance on p.28 (in a section on ‘Pope, Archer and Keene’) but he is not
introduced until the next section (p.30), after which the progress of his
business (and later his son’s) is scattered across the entire volume at intervals

between p.40 and p.108 (‘A one-year partnership: Archer & Cruttwell, 1768-
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1769’; ‘Richard Cruttwell, 1770-1774’; Cruttwell’s progress, 1775-1779’
‘Cruttwell in the 1790s’; “The Cruttwells and the Rev. Richard Warner’; ‘R. S.
Cruttwell and William Meyler. 1803-1809’; ‘R.S. Cruttwell’). While the Index
will allow the retrieval of all information on the Cruttwells (who appear in
many other sections than those listed above) this arrangement cannot
produce a sustained focus for the reader, who must move between very
brief sections on persons, businesses, works, newspapers, and authors
without being able to follow a clear topical thread. The present arrangement
suggests some reluctance on the part of the author to face up to the hard
but necessary decisions which it is the historian’s responsibility to take. In
this case a sequence of longer sections (on, perhaps, businesses and people;
printing processes and kinds of product; and case studies of particular
authors/works) would have been more coherent.

Trevor Fawcett’s research is wide-ranging and, importantly, derives its
authority from his familiarity with the printed products housed in local
collections. Such close attention to the printed texts offers useful and
interesting insights, such as the observation (p.108) that Cruttwell used the
long ‘s’ as late as 1815. Several of his assumptions about printing seem
rather wide of the mark, however. The preservation of the same setting of
type through five editions of The New Bathuidefor example, is here
attributed to Pope’s preservation of the text in standing type; but reissues
rather than new editions would seem more likely, with Pope aiming to sell
off existing stock by updating the title-page and prelims. Disappointingly
(for me at any rate), the author seems not to have used the British Book
Trade Index as a reference tool, and a number of minor points could have
been easily solved, either by searching BBTI itself or by judicious use of
other online resources. The first sentence of p.11, for example (‘Of B. Lyons
little is known, not even his full forename’), is misleading: a quick check of

BBTI yields the name Benjamin Lyon, his apprenticeship to Freeman
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Collins, and his involvement in a libel case. Similarly, the ‘anonymous poem’
illustrated on p. 23 is quickly identifiable in ESTC and ECCO as the poem
written in imitation of Milton by Abel Evans, first published in 1714.
Bibliographers will be irked at times by the partial information offered in
relation to specific books; and the avowedly incomplete listing of ‘Bath
imprints, 1814-1815", offered to give a flavour of Bath’s output, will
frustrate those who would prefer a fuller bibliography.

Despite some reservations about the book’s organization, Trevor Fawcett is
to be congratulated on producing such a stimulating and informative
publication at such a reasonable price. The history of the book trade in Bath
has received little recent scholarly attention compared with that of its
neighbour, Bristol. This publication offers a tempting window on Georgian
Bath and should encourage bibliographers and book historians to consider it
more closely. It is very much to be hoped that, with his detailed knowledge
of the output of the Bath press and its proprietors, Mr. Fawcett might
himself be persuaded to become a BBTI contributor. BBTI’s many entries
for members of the Bath book trades could very usefully be corrected and
supplemented by his information; and in return he will find that BBTI’s
records enable him further to extend the census of printers, publishers and

engravers working at Bath established by the book’s index.

Maureen Bell
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Elizabeth Evenden, Patents, Pictures and
Patronage: John Day and the Tudor Book Trade
Ashgate, 2008.

The printer John Day (1522-84) is a
uniquely important figure in the early
modern English book trade and it is good
to have a scholarly, but eminently readable,
monograph on his life and work.
Remembered primarily as ‘printer to the

Protestant cause’ — not least because of his

close involvement with the eatly editions of Foxe’s ‘Book of Martyrs” — Day
was in fact an astute businessman as well as an innovative printer/publisher.
His output was, by the standards of his time, considerable: there are over
350 extant works printed by Day, including those all-important Foxes.

The title of Evenden’s book indicates the main reasons for his
success. Patent®ay secured several key patents, thereby gaining for a time
the very lucrative monopoly on printing the Metrical Psalter, the ABC and
the Catechism. The ABC and the Shorter Catechism were essential tools of
Protestant education so sold especially well to schools. Picturefay was a
great pioneer of book illustration and many of his books (not only Foxe, the
best-known) benefit from his innovations; Day seems to have been blessed
with a very clear vision of what was achievable with the technology of his
time. Patronag@ay was shrewd in attracting the right patrons — the key to
success as a printer in those days. He seems to have sensed exactly when to
be open about his ‘godly’ views (thereby opening the door to essential
patronage) and when to keep quiet about them.

Of course, when Mary | came to the throne committed Protestants
were, to say the very least, out of favour. It is often assumed that Day, in
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common with other Protestant printers, fled to the Low Countries and
printed there, but Evenden offers convincing proof that he operated, as
‘Michael Wood’, a clandestine press in Stamford. On the accession of
Elizabeth, Day was restored to favour and his career flourished once again,
benefiting from those valuable monopolies and from his leading role in the
Stationers” Company.

This is an outstanding study of an exceptionally successful early
modern printer/publisher. The text is very informative and highly readable,
but some of the illustrations tend towards the dull ‘shades of grey’ that are
all too common in modern books (Day would be horrified!). It is not easy to
make book trade history interesting for the non-specialist reader but
Evenden has given us a model of how to situate the quotidian detail of
book-trade practice into the broader cultural, economic and (vital at this

period) religious context of its time.

John Hinks
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BOOK HISTORY RESEARCH NETWORK:

NEWS

The Book History Research Network (BHRN) has been hosted by the
Centre for Irish-Scottish and Comparative Studies since January 2007 as part
of the Centre’s ‘World of Print’ research cluster. The BHRN has previously
been hosted by the School of Advanced Study at the University of London
(1998-2002) and the School of English at the University of Birmingham
(2002-2006). The BHRN aims to bring together postgraduates, academics,
librarians and independent researchers working in any area or period of ‘the
history of the book’ It hosts an online Register of Researchers and
circulates regular emails to members notifying them of forthcoming events
and opportunities related to the history of the book.

The BHRN also hosts Study Days (usually 2 a year) in various
locations in the UK and Ireland to encourage book history research and
researchers, particularly at postgraduate level. Recent Study Days have taken
place at Bishop Grosseteste University College, Lincoln (May 2007),
University of London (October 2007), University of Nottingham (April
2008) and the University of Edinburgh (March 2009). The most recent
Study Day, hosted by the Centre for the History of the Book at the
University of Edinburgh, featured speakers from universities across the UK
and Ireland with panels on provincial publishing and reading, authors and
publishers and the organisation and dissemination of knowledge. The day
also included a presentation panel of projects currently underway by the
postgraduates from the MA in Material Cultures and the History of the
Book at the University of Edinburgh. The Study Day finished with an expert
roundtable ‘Practising Book History’ chaired by Dr Ross Alloway featuring
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University of Edinburgh academics Prof. Peter Garside, Professor of
Bibliography and Textual Studies, Dr Bill Bell, Director of the Centre for
the History of the Book, Dr Joseph Marshall, Rare Books Librarian,
Edinburgh University Library and Prof. David Finkelstein, Research
Professor of Media and Print Culture, Queen Margaret University. The
BHRN is very grateful to Dr Bill Bell and Dr Ross Alloway at the Centre for
the History of the Book for hosting the event and contributing to its
success. The full programme can be viewed at http:/ /www.tcd.ie/CISS/bhrn/

The details for the second Study Day of 2009 which will be held in
late November/early December will be announced very shortly on the
BHRN website http://www.tcd.ie/CISS /bhrn/newsevents.php

The BHRN has recently been granted a grant from the Centre for
Irish-Scottish and Comparative Studies, Trinity College Dublin to further
promote its activities. A full overhaul of the BHRN website is also currently
underway and will be launched at the next Study Day in the winter. For any
further information about the BHRN, to join our Register of Researchers,
or to suggest activities for the network, please emalil

Johanna.Archbold@gmail.com.

Dr Johanna Archbold, T@Goiftgge Dublin.
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The Bibliographical Society
] | Research Grants and Fellowships 2010

Katharine F. Pantzer Jr Research Fellowship in the History of
the Printed Book

The Bibliographical Society has received a generous bequest from
the estate of the distinguished bibliographer Katharine F. Pantzer
Jr and has established awards in her memory. Applications are
invited for the Pantzer Fellowship, worth up to £4,000.
Applicants’ research must be within the field of the bibliographical
or book-historical study of the printed book in the hand-press
period, that is up to ¢.1830. Applicants should be established
scholars in the field but may be university-based or independent
researchers. There are no restrictions as to age or nationality of
applicants. The Fellowship is intended to assist with both
immediate research needs, such as microfilms or travelling
expenses, and longer-term support, for example prolonged visits
to libraries and archives. Applicants may use a part of the

Fellowship award to pay for teaching cover.
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Katharine F. Pantzer Jr Research Scholarship in the History
of the Printed Book

Applications are also invited for the Pantzer Scholarship, worth up
to £1,500. Applicants’ research must be within the field of the
bibliographical or book-historical study of the printed book in the
hand-press period, that is up to ¢.1830. Otherwise, the conditions

are similar to those for Major Grants (see below).

Major Grants for Bibliographical Research

Applications are invited from scholars engaged in bibliographical
research (on, for example, book history, textual transmission,
publishing, printing, bookbinding, book-ownership and book-
collecting) for Major Grants. The Society hopes to make awards
both for immediate research needs, such as for microfilms or
travelling expenses, and for longer-term support, for example to
assist with prolonged visits to libraries and archives. Several Major

Grants, up to £2,000 each, will be awarded.

Applications for all of the above-mentioned awards must be

received by 1 December 2009.

The Society also accepts applications at any time during the year
for Minor Grants (£50-£200) and for Subventions (up to £250)
for conference organizers.

Further details of all awards and application forms may be found

on the Society’s website: www.bibsoc.org.uk
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